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Seoul Indie-AniFest2025 Award Announcement
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2025 is the year of the twenty-first festival, marking a new beginning. Through their diverse stories
and expressions, independent animations are not unlike the rest of the world in our current times,
striving to move forward into a new era. With six awards to be given, it was not an easy task to
choose even a single winner, requiring many lengthy discussions. Ultimately, all decisions came
down to the question, "What makes a good story?” It wasn't only a matter of the narrative. It was
a question of how deeply the directors, each with their own directorial and expressive methods,
were able to move and persuade our hearts. We believe that the path ahead for our generation
lies not in shouting alone into the void, but in holding conversations while seeing each other face
to face. To our colleagues who have persevered in spite of the harsh and challenging modern
environment, we extend our deepest respect and applause. (HUR Bumwook)

o CH& 'QIC|O| ¥ Grand Prize 'Star of Indie'

[2Y HOOING] Z|X|3|] CHOI Jeehee

s A2lA gA2 MARUCH SHX[E, of AE2 1 SRel dAsS ZilA 7has XA 20 R
A e 27t SUSHEE SLCL 50| 21 ot 2 Jaet A=gi ofLmolgds S5JstA
274 22 o Ut Mead 22 FUS WEHEN HA ZE0IYS otAl gLtk =38, 3 of
W MFEC O AASHCL olZe &2 A HOHRIX| EESUCL Kot Dol +E2 AdEH E0
FO{R|= AYUCL aA0l = 0 Fo| 5ot Ad=E USASLILE A #=2 FHS =FO|
O U 2250, THAl M22 1218 = M212] MSQCjofHTAE eltje] &2 A SlEHs 2 0
S22 ZotgtLCth (318S)

The heartbreaking narrative is not simply witnessed from afar, but confronted head-on in this
animation. The director is tenacious in their approach to this story, using all of their earnest
directing and animating techniques honed over the years. The viewers naturally empathize with the
main character, perhaps more deeply than in any other animation this year. This is not easy to
come by. It is the result of intense thinking and innumerable trial and error. And that is ultimately



what perfected this animation. The director’s tireless efforts have paid off in the end. At the 21st
Seoul Indie-AniFest which marks a new beginning, the members of the jury wholeheartedly
congratulate this director on shining brightly as this year's Star of Indie. (HUR Bumwook)

o SEE3 A Prize for Independent Walk
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We follow a protagonist who gradually self-destructs and deteriorates, both physically and mentally,
as the narrative steadily draws us deeper into their unraveling. Strong direction and a tightly
constructed story give the descent a chilling clarity, weaving together an atmosphere of mounting
tension and suffocating horror that lingers long after the final moment. (Gints ZILBALODIS)

« AMjeH|ZH A Prize for First Flight
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This animation cleverly shows the feelings that were never shared with an unrequited love, leaving
the audience with a subtle lingering feeling. As the main character keeps a picture diary, we can
see the real world coming into contact with the surreal world inside her diary. The well-crafted
scenes are filled with symbols that reveal the character's inner conflict, and these scenes flow like
tears and sighs against a soft melody. The delicate direction shows the main character’s turbulent
emotions in a balanced way that the audience can relate to, making us expect great things in the
director’'s future. (JUNG Seunghee)
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[ZXHE Spore Love] A& A, #X|4M KIM Seung-yeon, PARK Jeesun
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The film takes us on an immersive journey, telling its story in ways only possible through
animation. Through expressive colors, evocative music, and meticulous sound design, it evokes a
wide spectrum of sensations, enveloping us in its unique atmosphere and heightening the impact of
every moment. Every frame feels alive with intention, turning abstract emotions into vivid
experiences that linger with the viewer. (Gints ZILBALODIS)

« KIAFA 24 KIAFA Special Prize
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Sometimes it's not easy to survive or even exist outside the mainstream. This animation is about
the small adventures of a character who chooses isolation and to keep their own preferences in the
tiny, absolute world of the classroom. The character is joined by a friend on their adventure. It may
not be neat and perfect, but this animation lets us feel strength and joy, and for that we are
grateful to have discovered this shining gem. (LEE Wonwoo)
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/AR ERE EYA Special Prize for Music/Sound

[=2iX| Doraeji] O|FM S L= LEE Jusuk Music Director
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The delicate sound design of this animation not only provides the audience with a sense of place
and realism, but also strengthens the narrative flow by effectively expressing space-time transitions
and the characters’ changing emotions.

The sounds of passing through reeds and the train entering the platform take us between the past
and present. The fluttering wings of birds flying up from the ground heighten the characters’
emotions and add richness to the story's depth. We selected this film as the winner for its
expressions of sounds which added to the excellence of the animation. (LEE Geonho)

« KAFA E2 4 KAFA Special Prize
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This animation earnestly portrays a passive way of revolting against the roles that society imposes
on individuals. We were captivated by the film's ability to be sincere without being calculating. The
animation evokes empathy in a strikingly paradoxical way by bringing together elements that seem
unfamiliar and incomprehensible. We felt delight on hearing the main character speak to the
outsider invading their secluded space. Seen from the outside, the character's life may seem
comical, but we could not turn away from it. We wish to award the KAFA Special Prize to this
animation which offers a satire of modern society. (NOH Gyeongmu)

o ZHZHAF 'Z=H|O| &' Audience Choice 'Star of Festival'
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When the screening began, we were no longer jury members but became part of the audience
immersed in the animation. Choosing just one of the works in the competition was painful and
difficult, but we were also overjoyed to see so many excellent finalists. We thank the directors for
presenting these web animations, and we wish them luck on their work so that we may join them
again on future flights of their imagination. (Keykney)

o SHMH|H A Prize for the Best Web Animation

[My Roommate, Daldal EE0|&= Lf E0] ZCH KIM Dawon
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The animation is set during an ordinary day like any other, but that moment becomes something
special when the main character appears. The frames, made one by one, come together to make
the character move and come to life. As we follow their gaze, expressions, and movements, the
border between reality and imagination becomes blurred until suddenly our hearts are stolen away.
The story invites empathy and laughter, making us want to become the main character and their
friend. When the animation ends, we root for their future. The characters in the animation feel like
people from the real world, reminding us of the feelings from our childhood through a magical
experience. (PARK Hyeonji)

o BHZHAF 'Z=H| O] Y’ Audience Choice 'Star of Festival'

[CH2F ot M The Chipmunk and the Squirrel] ZRKZ+21) Huttzza(KIM Sumin)
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2025 is another year full of animations that capture the myriad faces of Asia. From scenes that
touch our everyday lives to peculiar perspectives of strange worlds, these animations offered a
glimpse into the vastness and diversity of Asia and were an enormous joy to watch.

We have arrived at a paradoxical era in which rapid industrialization and globalization in Asia are
both promising an unprecedented future of abundance and also threatening mankind's
sustainability. Within this context, these animations search for their own answers, painting a
profound portrait of people that are powerless and isolated while also reflecting on nature,
everyday life, and the past. We wish to thank each of you for the joyful opportunity to share in
your thoughts and perspectives through this review process. (LEE Sasha)

« OFA|OtE CHet 'OtA|OFQ] Y Grand Prize 'Light of Asia’
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The brothers question the cracks in this oppressed world, and their eyes are filled with solidarity
and truth. The numbness of facing death and separation beyond human power feels too real, and
the voice softly calling the brother's name may hold a forever unfathomable question. (JEON Jinkyu)

« OtA[OIZ M ALR|E -4 Jury Special Prize
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The landscape feels like a warm breeze, offering a contemplative moment within the boundlessness
of time. With every viewing, the abstract yet multilayered visuals reveal something new and
beautiful, inviting us into a different emotion and memory. The colors sway like the breeze and stir
the senses, leaving a gentle lingering impression. (Grace Nayoon RHEE)

o ZHZHAL 'Z=H|O] ¥’ Audience Choice 'Star of Festival'
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These three animated features each had their own strong unique qualities.

[Moonzy: Homecoming] portrays cute little conflicts that are part of family and friendship through
the main character’'s adventure. [The Myth of Maracuda] presents charming characters and ideas
that brilliantly blend the primitive age with fantasy. [The Square] uses the strength of 2D animation
in a highly expressive way and leaves a deep, lingering impression. Through the contrast between
vivid colors, as well as scenes and structures full of symbolism, the audience is drawn into the
animated world. (HONG Dae-yeong)

o OJ2|LHZ CHA 'O|2|LHe| &' Grand Prize 'Star of Mirinae’

(&% The Square] ZEZ KIM Bo-sol
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When we look beyond the restrained imagery and dialogue, the world inside this animation seems
unpredictable yet also familiar. The direction feels like a quiet chanting rather than loudly shouting
about the longing to be connected to a place that is severed. The main characters are in the same
space but have different social restraints, and their feelings are honest and textured under a deep
and patient gaze. The story doesn't simply find sympathy but portrays the hearts of neighbors, who
are at once close and far away, as belonging to lonely people much like ourselves. It's hard to
imagine the detailed preparation and process that brought this story to life. It is not only about a
social or inner message, but also characters with tension and a unique, interesting chemistry.

The three members of the jury unanimously chose the winner of the Mirinae Road competition for
its depth and enjoyment as a feature-length animation. (HAN Jiwon)

o UM ACHA Prize of Public Jury
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The director's warm perspective and unique imagination come together to delicately reveal the
memories and feelings of discarded furniture. By letting us look at the invisible bond between
people and the furniture that was used for a long time, the world within the animation shows the
universal experiences of separation and staying behind. Childhood memories are shown through
familiar objects in a strikingly lyrical way, allowing the audience to discover the warmth and
importance still held by these forgotten objects. In this way, everyday objects are expanded through
artistic imagination, offering an emotional experience that the whole audience can relate to.
Therefore, this animation was selected for the audience jury prize.

(HONG Hyemi, Public Jury)
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In this animation, synesthetic imagery is expressed through endless iterations that show the
director's clearly established world. On the outside, the bold visual language and complexity may
seem hard to approach, but inside there is a universal story that applies to everyone. It's about our
past and the trauma that we experience as we live through life, as well as having the courage to
face them and ascending into the future. While the narrative moves back in time chronologically,
we hope that through this opportunity the director and the animation can take another step
forward. (IM Chaerin)



